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COMMUNIQUE
SAN GABRIEL VALLEY

CACTUS & SUCCULENT SOCIETY

An Affiliate of the Cactus & Succulent Society of America, Inc.
Meetings are held at 7:30 PM on the 2nd Thursday of the month
in the Lecture Hall, Los Angeles County Arboretum, Arcadia

February 2006 Volume 39 Number 2

Monthly Meeting: Thursday, February 9th

Join us for our regular meeting. Don’t forget to bring your Plant of the Month entries! Browse our
collection of books in our Library. Buy a couple of raffle tickets. Talk with other members and enjoy
our Mystery Presentation.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Plants of the Month: (see the attached write ups)

CACTI – Weingartia and Sulcorebutia SUCCULENT – Sansevieria
Bring your specimens in for our monthly mini-show. It will help you prepare for the real shows and
give you an additional opportunity to show others your pride & joy. If you don’t have any of this type
of plant you can learn about them at the meeting.

Study Group: Join us on Wednesday, February 15, when our topic will be Photo and Digital. This
is a don’t miss if you have a digital camera and are interested in taking pictures of your plants. As
usual, the meeting will be held in the Grapevine room of the San Gabriel Adult Center, 324 South
Mission Dr. (between the San Gabriel Mission and Civic Auditorium) at 7:30 pm. Also, we usually
have a large selection of cuttings and other plants donated by members that are given away by lottery
at the end of meeting.

Anso Borrego Field Trip - Date Change:
The Anso Borrego field trip is now scheduled for the week-end of April 22nd and 23rd. This is one
of our clubs favorite field trips. Some members are planning to camp and some are planning to say in
the town of Borrego Springs, at Standlunds, located at 2771 Borrego Springs Road. The phone
number there is (760) 767-5501. You need to call them ASAP, as they fill up rather quickly this time
of year. They are holding 10 rooms for us, but it is, first to call – first to get the rooms.

We will meet at a designated location Saturday morning and hike through some beautiful areas. Our
fearless leader, Joe Clements, will point out and identify various cacti, succulents and rocks. Horace
Birgh will be along to identify native California flora. Late Saturday afternoon we will have our
traditional margarita cocktail party followed by dinner at a near by restaurant. Everyone is responsible
for their own meals. Half of the rooms at Standlunds have kitchens in case you like to cook.

Please make your reservations ASAP. If you would like more information, please contact Jean
Mullens (626) 967-5481, or President, Joe.
_________________________________________________________________________
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Personal Notes: SGVCSS wishes to extend a warm welcome to its newest members Pat and Matt
Swain, David Okihara, Catherine Chan and Michelle Tse. Carefully review the COMMUNIQUE
and the Roster in order to learn about all the many benefits of membership in our club. Also, take a
look at the Club’s web site http://www.desertsong.com/sgvcss/.

Get well wishes go out to Jim Kellogg. Gene Oster reports that Jim has been very ill with pneumonia.
He has enjoyed the “get well” cards he has received and has really enjoyed seeing several people who
had the time to visit with him. Jim is at the Topanga Terrace Rehabilitation Center, 22125 Roscoe
Blvd., Room 225, Canoga Park, CA 91304.
_________________________________________________________________________

Refreshments: Janie Mancuso and Antoinette Kolkaj have signed up to bring refreshments for
February. We have openings for refreshment sign-ups throughout the coming year. The sign up sheet
will be at the refreshment table. Thanks to everyone who generously brought munchies during 2005.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

January Plant-of-the Month Mini Show Results:

Cacti-Mammillaria Clusters Succulent-Aeonium
Beginner
1st Carlos Ruiz M. gemnispina 1st Evelyn Maxwell A. decorum
2nd Barbara Hall M. lasiacantha 2nd Mike Romero A. sp
3rd Carlos Ruiz M. elegans v schomollii 3rd Barbara Hall A. "Kiwi"

Intermediate
1st Barbara Nolan M. plumosa 1st Barbara Nolan Minature Aeonium
2nd Dick Tatman M. campotricha 2nd Barbara Nolan A. rosa?
3rd J & B Wilner M. microthele 3rd J & B Wilner A. sedfolium

Advanced
1st Carol Maker M. lenta 1st G & L Oster A. scharzkopf
2nd Rita Gerlach M. sp 2nd G & L Oster A. "Kiwi"
2nd G & L. Oster M. campotricha 3rd Rita Gerlach A. Arborem
3rd Carol Maker M. bombycina
3rd Carol Maker M. setispina

Master
1st Karen Ostler M. magallanii
2nd Vince Basta M. crucigera
2nd Charles Spotts M. plumosa
3rd Karen Ostler M. swarzii

__________________________________________________________________________

Roster Deadline: Feb 15th is the cut-off date for inclusion in the 2006 roster. Membership dues can
be paid at the Feb 9th meeting, at the Feb 15th Study Group, or sent to: SGVCSS Membership, 719 S
Albertson, Covina, CA 91723. Membership is $12.00 for individuals or $15.00 for a family (at the
same address). All memberships expire in December. First time members joining after July 1st will

http://www.desertsong.com/sgvcss/
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have their membership extended to December of the following year. One newsletter (The
Communique) is sent per household each month.

Any changes, or corrections, not already noted, to last years Roster should be direct to Bill Gerlach at
719 S. Albertson, Covina, CA 91723, or by e-mail at billgerlach@verizon.net.

Notice! This is the last issue of the COMMUNIQUE that you will receive if you
haven’t paid your dues for 2006!!!

Library: Don’t forget to take advantage of our fantastic library. Once you are a Club member for 3
months you can check-out up to 3 books per month. We have reference books and journals that you
won’t find at your local library.

Get Your COMMUNIQUE Online: POSTAGE HAS INCREASED - If you would be content to
view the COMMUNIQUE on-line in color and not receive a copy by regular mail, thus saving the Club
treasury about one dollar per copy, send the information via E-mail to sgv_css@prodigy.net Note that
the Club’s web site is http://www.desertsong.com/sgvcss/. The pages were authored and are
maintained by Gunnar Eisel who has done a great job in creating an informative and classy site full of
helpful links.

If you have a cactus or succulent related event that you’d like to have announced in the COMMUNIQUE, please forward
the information to the address given below. Please verify event dates - sometimes events are rescheduled or canceled
without adequate advance notice. Articles, Notices and Corrections can be sent via e-mail to:
sgv_css@prodigy.net. or via post to: San Gabriel Valley Cactus and Succulent Society Newsletter Editor, c/o Evelynn
Stevens, 10119 ½ E. Olive St., Temple City, CA 91780-3345. Material must be received by the last Thursday of the month
to be considered for publication in the next issue of the COMMUNIQUE.

Material in the SGVCSS COMMUNIQUE may be reprinted by nonprofit organizations (unless such permission is expressly
denied in a note accompanying the material) provided proper credit is given to the SGVCSS and the author and that one
copy of the publication containing the reprinted material be sent to the editor. Reproduction in whole or part by any other
organization or publication without the permission of the publisher is prohibited.

Happy Valentine’s Day

http://www.desertsong.com/sgvcss/
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Calendar of Events - 2006

February 11th San Diego C&SS Winter Show and Sale, Room 101 Casa del Prado, Balboa
Park, San Diego.

* Mar 25th-26th Buck & Yvonne Hemenway’s 6th Annual Garden Tour and Plant Sale
9am till 4pm 5890 Grinnell Dr., Riverside, CA 92509 (951) 360-8802

April 8th - 9th South Coast C&SS Show and Sale, South Coast Botanical Gardens, 26300
Crenshaw Blvd, Palos Verdes, CA. Pho #(310)832-2262.

April 23rd South Bay Epiphyllium Society Show and Sale, South Coast Botanical Gardens,
26300 Crenshaw Blvd, Palos Verdes, CA Pho #(310)831-1209.

April 22nd - 23rd Green Scene Plant Sale, Fullerton Arboretum.

*April 22nd - 23rd Anso Borrego Field Trip

May 6th - 7th Sunset C&SS Show and Sale, Veterans Memorial Center, Garden Room, 4117
Overland Ave, Culver City, CA Info (310)822-1783

May 21st Huntington Botanical Gardens Plant Sale, 10-5, Huntington Botanical Gardens,
1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, CA.

May 21st Epiphyllium Society Show and Sale, LA County Arboretum, 301 N. Baldwin
Ave, Arcadia, CA. (310)831-1209.

June 3rd - 4th San Diego Cactus and Succulent Society – Show and Sale
Balboa Park, Room 101, San Diego, CA. Info (619) 477-4779

June 10th Gates C&SS 29th Show and Sale. Show (1-4 Sat, 9-4 Sun); Sale (9-4 Sat and
Sun), Jurupa Mountains Cultural Center, 7621 Granite Hill Dr, Glen Avon, CA.
Info (909) 360-8802.

June ? Los Angeles Cactus and Succulent Society Show and Sale
Sepulveda Garden Center, 16633 Magnolia Blvd., Encino, CA
Show Info call (818) 363-3432

Jun 30th- Jul 2nd CSSA Annual Show and Sale – Sale (30th- 2nd)- Show (1st- 2nd) Huntington
Botanical Garden, 1151 Oxford Road, San Marino, CA (626) 405-2160 or 2277.

August 19th-20th 21st Annual Intercity Cactus and Succulent Show and Sale, LA County
Arboretum, 301 N. Baldwin Ave, Arcadia, CA . Info Call Tom Glavich (626)
798-2430 or Gene Oster (818) 998-9306.

September 2nd Huntington Botanical Gardens Succulent Symposium
All Day at the Huntington.

September 24th Long Beach C&SS Annual Auction, Dominguez Adobe, 18127 So. Alameda
St., Compton (Dominguez Hills), CA.

October 14th-15th SGVC&SS Winter Show and Sale, LA County Arboretum, 301 N. Baldwin
Ave, Arcadia CA.
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San Gabriel Valley Cactus and Succulent Society

Cacti of the Month February 2006 – Weingartia and Sulcorebutia

The genus Weingartia was created in
1937 to describe plants from the
Bolivian highlands that appeared to be
in between Rebutia and
Gymnocalycium. These were in general
plants that stayed single or clumped
slowly, in contrast with the quicker-to-
clump Rebutia. In 1951 the genus
Sulcorebutia was created for plants that
were similar to Rebutia, but had
tuberous roots. The geographical
distribution of all three of these genera
overlap.

Weingartia neocumingii

From the beginning, there was
confusion in defining the boundaries
between Sulcorebutia and Weingartia
and Sulcorebutia and Rebutia. Some
people could clearly see the differences,
and some were convinced they were all
the same. Some people put Weingartia
into Gymnocalycium. Part of the reason
for the confusion was the difficulty of
collecting plants at the high altitudes of
Bolivia; part of the reason is that these

plants look very different in cultivation
than they do in habitat; and part of the
reason is that they are extraordinarily
variable. More than 50 varieties of just
one form of Rebutia were named. The
three pictures in this article, all of
‘different’ species, would all be defined
as Rebutia neocumingii in a current
reference. Even more extreme variation
is possible than is shown by these three
plants.

References published since the mid
1990s include all of Weingartia and
Sulcorebutia under Rebutia. To make
matters more insulting, most of the 40 or
so recognized Weingartia were included
in a single species (R. neocumingii) of
Rebutia.

In spite of the out of date botany,
Rebutia, Sulcorebutia and Weingartia
are found as separate genera in show
schedules, and in many plant and seed
catalogs. For the present they are
treated as separate genera, and they
appear this way in almost all references,
catalogs and show schedules. All three
genera grow over large altitude ranges,
and many species are so variable that
collections from nearby populations or
even the same population at different
times have been given different names.
There are far more names than species.
The book by John Pilbeam helps make
sense of the species and varieties.

Weingartia and Sulcorebutia are easily
grown. They are dormant in winter, and
start to grow in late March or April.
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They flower from April through June,
with the peak flowering period varying
from year to year depending on the
weather. Two flowering cycles are
common in cultivation in California. The
flowers appear in abundance, and vary
in color although yellow is most
common. They do well in normal
compost, and grow best with steady
fertilization, when in active growth.
They are attractive to spider mites.
Damage can be prevented by frequent
inspection, and a weekly, forceful wash
down with water.

Weingartia longigibba

Weingartia and Sulcorebutia sometimes
get a woody brown growth at the base
of the plants, which creeps upward.
This is known as creeping crud, and is a
fungal disease. It can be avoided by
maintaining the plants in active growth.
Better yet, small offsets should be
periodically used to start new growth.
When the creeping crud appears, the
plant should be discarded. It just gets
uglier as time goes by, and the
presence of diseased plants makes it
easier for the fungus to grow and
spread to other plants.

Propagation from offsets is easy. The
offsets should be cut off, left to dry for a
few days, and then replanted. Very

small offsets can be successfully rooted.
Seed is easy to germinate, but is short
lived.

Weingartia sp. HS 158

Sulcorebutia rauschii entered in the
2001 Intercity Show by David and Eileen

Tufenkian
Photo T. Nomer

References
John Pilbeam, Sulcorebutia and
Weingartia
Cullman, Gotz and Groner, The
Encyclopedia of Cacti

Tom Glavich January 2006
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San Gabriel Valley Cactus and Succulent Society

Succulent of the Month - February 2006 Sansevieria

The world is divided into two types of
people, those who like Sansevieria and
those who don’t. An alternative is that
there are two types of people, those
that think all Sansevieria look alike, and
those that think only most of them look
alike.

Fortunately several members of the
San Gabriel Valley Society are
Sansevieria lovers, and know that there
is a wealth of form, color and texture
available in this genus of succulent
plants.

Sansevieria ‘Lillian True’ turning false

There are about 60 species of
Sansevieria, but since many of the
species are variable and have
widespread habitats, there are more
names than this. There are also
dozens of cultivars, particularly of
variegated Sansevieria. They are

currently in the Dracenaceae family, but
have moved through the ‘dumping
ground’ families. In older references,
they will be found in the Lilaceae,
Aloinaceae, Agavaceae, and other
families. Most Sansevieria are native to
Africa, although some come from India,
Asia and the South Sea Islands.

They are among the easiest of all
succulent plants to grow, requiring only
a pot or a spot in the ground. They are
tolerant of incredible neglect and
abuse, but most grow rapidly and well if
watered and fertilized regularly. They
do well in Southern California outdoors
or in, and suffer damage only if they are
cold and wet for extended periods.
They are free from most pests,
suffering only rarely from scale. They
are prone to fungal rusts, particularly in
damp weather. The only cure for rust is
to cut off the infected leaves, sterilizing
the cutting tool after each cut (an
alcohol wipe will do) and then spray the
entire plant with a fungicide such as
Funginex. Prevention is much easier.
Bright light, and moving air prevent
most rusts.

Sansevieria propagation is remarkably
easy. Cut a piece off, let it dry for a few
days, and stick it in some potting soil.
They propagate readily from leaves
(tips are best), rhizomes, roots, etc.
They can also be propagated from
seeds. In Southern California
Sansevieria flower frequently,
particularly when grown outdoors. The
flowers are extremely fragrant, and can
perfume an entire house. Each rosette
only blooms once, so after flowering,
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the new rosettes should be kept, while
the old ones are discarded. They are
usually self fertile, and produce orange
berries, each containing a single seed.

Variegation is very common in
cultivated Sansevieria, and variegated
plants form the majority of some
collections. For a few species,
variegated forms are much more
common than normal forms.
Variegation is produced apparently at
random. A variegated pup will appear
on an otherwise normal plant. The
variegation can be preserved by
removing the pup and a portion of the
rhizome, and growing it on. If this is not
done, the variegated pup, being weaker
than the rest of the plant will not
reproduce. Variegated plants are
slower growers than normal plants, and
are much more sensitive to cold and
wet conditions. They need protection,
particularly in the winter. They are also
sensitive to standing water in their
crowns, quickly rotting it water is
allowed to remain.

Variegated plants are likely to produce
pups with new variegated patterns.
These can be removed and grown as a
new cultivar. This is the source of
many of the cultivars we now know.
Even more likely are reversions, as
seen above. The normal growth must
be removed, or the variegation will not
reproduce.

Selected Species

Sansevieria aubrytiana is a beautiful
thick leafed species, now sometimes
included in Sansevieria kirkii. From
Malawi, Tanzania and Zanzibar.

Sansevieria bacularis grows with thin
stems up to four feet long, but only half
an inch in diameter.

Sansevieria kirkii a thin leaved, rapidly
growing species has leaves that turn
copper colored in bright light. Several
cultivars are known.

Sansevieria patens entered in the 2001 Winter
Show by Karen Ostler

Sansevieria parva is not particularly
good looking, but it is a rapid offseter,
and frequent bloomer with extremely
fragrant blooms.

Sansevieria patens, with an unknown,
but probably Kenyan origin, is shown
above. This is one of the most
architectural of all of species.

Sansevieria pinguicula also from
Kenya makes small hard rosettes
supported on stilt like roots, and offsets
by aerial branches. It is very slow. A
plant of any size at all does well in all
shows. The one shown above is a fine
example.

T. Glavich
January 2006
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