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July Meeting:
Thursday,
July 9 at 7:30 pm
Meetings are held on the
2nd Thursday of the month
at 7:30 pm in the Palm Room,
Los Angeles County Arboretum,
Arcadia.

Mini-Show Plants:
CACTUS:
Eriosyce
SUCCULENT:
Cyphostemma

Study Group:
Study group will meet on Wednesday,
July 15th in the Palm Room,
Los Angeles County Arboretum at
7:30 pm. The topic will be:

Staging
Material in the COMMUNIQUE publication may be reprinted by nonprofit
organizations (unless such permission is
expressly denied in a note accompanying the material) provided proper credit is
given to the SGVCSS and the author, and
that one copy of the publication containing
the reprinted material is sent to the editor.
Reproduction in whole or part by any other
organization or publication without the
permission of the publisher is prohibited.

President’s Message
Show and Sale season is here. The CSSA Show & Sale is just
over, Orange County is this month and the Inter City show is in August. We’ll be there and hope to see many of the SGVCSS members.
The bus trip to Lotus Land is finalized, see the write-up in this
newsletter for updated instructions.
Our annual picnic will be at Pitzer College on Saturday, August
1. See the write-up on page 5.
We’re working on obtaining a better PA system for our meetings.
In the meantime, we really need the cooperation of vendors and others
who stay in the vendor area during the meeting. No one can hear the
speaker as there is a lot of noise from members who have no interest
in the meeting. We have no way to control your behavior, other than
to ask that you be more polite to the rest of the members.
The Huntington Symposium will be held on Saturday, September 5. As in recent years, we will draw names of those who wish to go
(and haven’t won before) at the August meeting. The Club will pay the
fee for two members.
Thank you to Joe Clements for the great presentation on Shows
and Judging. We all got a lot out of it.
Don’t miss the July meeting, Kelly Griffin is our speaker.
See you soon at a meeting!

Buck Hemenway
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This Month’s Program

May Mini-Show Results

Our speaker for July is Kelly Griffin. His talk is
on the many succulent plants, with emphasis on Agaves, that are found in the vicinity of Oaxaca Mexico.
It is a wonderful examination of the special plants
that grow in this region along with many that we have
in our collections.

Cacti - Cephalium-Bearing Cacti
Beginner
1st
Brian Le

Melocactus mantanzanus

Intermediate
1st Cindy/Calvin Arakaki
2nd Cindy/Calvin Arakaki
3rd Cindy/Calvin Arakaki

Discocactus aranespinas
Melocactus mantanzanus
Discocactus species

For those who do not know Kelly, he is a specialized grower of Aloes and Agaves. He has made
a number of beautiful hybrids of both genera and
always brings a number of them to sell. Kelly works
at Rancho Soledad Nursery and a trip there to buy
plants is always worth while.

Advanced
1st Rita Gerlach
Discocactus albispinus
2nd Buck/Yvonne Hemenway Melocactus ernestii
3rd Rita Gerlach
Melocactus species
Masters
1st Patty Caro
2nd Rene Caro
3rd Rene Caro

Melocactus salvadorensis
Buiningia brevicylindrica
Discocactus buenekeri

If you see or hear about a succulent related
story, please pass it along. Sometimes I can
squeeze it into the newsletter.
Yvonne

Succulents - Adenium
Beginner

1st

William Molina

A. species, grafted

Intermediate

1st

Good Reception Goes
Green

Cindy/Calvin Arakaki A. obesum

Advanced
1st Manny Rivera
2nd Manny Rivera
3rd Manny Rivera

Cell towers disguised as
saguaro cactus are cropping up in Arizona.

A. obesum ‘Shada’
A. obesum
A. obesum ‘Somalense’

Bill Gerlach sent us this
interesting picture from the
Arizona Daily Star.

Study Group
Wednesday, July 15th • Staging
The study group is an informal, hands-on learning experience that is fun for expert and novice alike.
Come and learn from the experience of others. We
are always happy to share our knowledge.
Meetings are held the 3rd Wednesday of the
month at 7:30 pm in the Palm Room at the LA County Arboretum, 301 N. Baldwin Avenue, Arcadia.
Be sure to take a look at the Club’s website at www.sgvcss.
com. Thanks to Gunnar Eisel for managing our website.
If you wish to receive your COMMUNIQUE on-line
please notify the editor at yvonne@pricklypalace.com.
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Plants Of The Month

Eriosyce is a genus from the Central and Northern
Coasts of Chile, and the Southern Coast of Peru. This
area has Mediterranean climate, with rain in the winter, and mostly dry summers. The climate is similar
to Southern California, but generally somewhat drier.
Fogs are more frequent, and can sometimes be the
predominant source of water.

Enter your specimen plants in our monthly minishow. It will help you prepare for the real shows and
give you an additional opportunity to show others
your pride and joy. If you don’t have any of these
species of plants you can learn about them at the
meeting.

Cultivation of Eriosyce is relatively easy. They
will do well in pots in Southern California, and require
protection only from excessive water and rain in the
winter. They will grow well in the ground, as long
as they are provided with good drainage. They grow
much faster in the ground than they do in pots, and impressive specimens can be grown in just a few years.
The spination on some of the plants, particularly in the
old Neoporteria is so dense that the body is invisible.
Some of the old Neochilenia live in areas that are only
fed by fogs. The bodies of these plants vary from gray
to dark purple. In habitat only the uppermost surface
would be above the ground, the rest protected by sand
and gravel. In cultivation these almost always become
globular cacti.

CACTI OF THE MONTH —

Eriosyce
Eriosyce is an interesting genus, starting first
as a single species, and more recently grow-ing to
envelop what generally considered several other species. The genus Eriosyce was first created in 1872,
and consisted of a single species, Eriosyce sandillon.
The cacti of Chile (where almost all are Eriosyce are
from) were poorly known. Britton and Rose, the first
of the great cacti classifiers kept the genus as monotypic, but described very similar species as being in
the genus Malacocarpus and Neoporteria, based on
flower shape and the spination of the fruit. In 1934
Backberg divided the genus into Neoporteria, Neochilenia, Islaya, Horridocactus, and Pyrrhocactus.
After this several others jumped in with several other
short lived generic names, mostly based on minor differences in floral characteristics.

All of the Eriosyce, and all of the
incorporated genera
have great spination,
interesting flowers
and are well worth
growing. Most are
only available as
seed, or through some
of the growers that
specialize in obscure
genera. They are
Eriosyce heinrichiana aka Neo- easy from seed. (We
porteria jussieui
always have some
available as part of
the April Seed Propagation Study Group). They are
fast, and make show-worthy plants in just a few years.

Late in the 20th century, Fred Kattermann, after
more than a decade of study, revised the genus and
placed all the above genera into Eriosyce. This has
been generally accepted, and is how things appear in
current literature, including the recently published
authoritative reference, the New Cactus Lexicon.
Nonetheless, some show classifications, catalogs,
seed and plant lists still divide the genus into Eriosyce and Neoporteria and to a lesser extent some of
the smaller genera.

SGVC&SS LEADERSHIP TEAM - 2009
Buck Hemenway, President
Horace Birgh, Vice President
Rita Gerlach, Treasurer
Anne Keegan, Secretary
Manny Rivera, Board Member and
Winter Show Chair

Cindy Arakaki, Board Member
John Matthews, Board Member
Phil Skonieczki, Board Member
Karen Ostler, Board Member
Ralph Massey, Board Member
Tom Glavich, Intercity Show Chair
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Jim Hanna, CSSA Affiliate Representative
and Plant Sales Chair
Woody Minnich, Program Chair
Bill Gerlach, Membership Chair
Liz Alba, Library Chair
Gunnar Eisel, Website Chair
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in just a few years.

Although the Eriosyce and Neoporteria show
tables always have entries, this genus is underexplored. There are many wonderful species and
cultivars to be grown and shared.

Cyphostemma seitziana comes from Namibia, and
is much less tolerant of unprotected cold and overwatering.
The exact relationship between the two genera was
in dispute for most of the 19th and 20th centuries, and
its easy to find both generic names used for the same
species in many references. As a general guideline,
Cyphostemma tend to be pachycaul succulents from
Africa, while Cissus is widespread throughout new and
old world tropics. Cissus tend to be more vine like.
There are exceptions to both of these, and the final determination needs to be made by detailed examination
of the flowers and in particular the placement of the
flowers on the stem.

Neoporteria coimasensis or
Eriosyce senilis coimasensis

Propagation of some species of Cyphostemma is
easy from cuttings and seeds. Seed of all the common
and even some of the truly rare species are sometimes
available through the CSSA or through some of the
better South African and US seed dealers. The germination is erratic (days to months), and only one seed
should be sown per pot. The seedling mix should be
sterile and organic, and hold a lot of water. Scarring
the seeds to allow water penetration helps. The seeds
should be completely buried to provide uniform moisture. A plastic bag over the mix will help keep everything uniform. The bag should be removed as soon as
any sign of green appears, the seedling leaves are large,
and will rot if they touch the plastic. Softwood cuttings
should be taken when in active growth. Rooting does
not require or even seem to benefit from hormones.

SUCCULENT OF THE MONTH —

Cyphostemma
Cissus and Cyphostemma are two closely related
general both in the Vitaceae or grape family. Many
species now in one Cyphostemma were originally
described as Cissus. Both genera are tropical to subtropical plants, with relatively few members of both
genera succulent. The members of both of genera
span the range of extremely easy to grow plants to
real challenges. Most of the species will grow large,
given time, good root room, lots of fertilizer, and water during the growing season. These two genera give
us some of the most striking pachycauls and caudexes
of the entire plant world.

Cyphostemmas to covet:

Cyphostemma will set fruit if there is more than
one plant around, often even if they are different species. In most cases, the fruit is toxic to humans and
most pets, although free-ly eaten by birds. The seeds
in the fruit are ripe when the fruit turns color, usually
bright red, but sometimes brown.

Cyphostemma juttae
hybrid
This is the Miles Anderson
hybrid, a fat child who’s
father is unknown.

The key to success with these plants is to pay
attention to the native habitat. Cyphostemma juttae,
common in many collections, easily obtained, and often a show winner, comes from South Africa. It takes
some frost with no damage, and grows in the ground
in Southern California, putting on bulk and character
4
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Cyphostemma betaformis is a Somalian species,
relatively new to cultivation. It is generally very
expensive.
Cyphostemma currori is a Namibian species. It
is easy to grow, and does well in the ground during
the summer and fall, but needs to be removed to a pot
for the winter.
Cyphostemma juttae is by far the most common
in cultivation. It is easy to grow, does well in the
ground, and makes an impressive specimen in a short
time.
Cyphostemma segmentatum

Cyphostemma seitziana is one of the more tropical
species. A bit harder to grow, it is sensitive to cold,
and needs winter protection.
Cyphostemma uter is a large species, rarely seen
in cultivation, with orange peeling bark. Although it
comes from South Africa, it is hard to keep going in
the ground and needs some winter protection.

References: Gordon Rowley Caudiciform and
Pachycaul Succulents
Tom Glavich June 2009

Cyphostemma juttae at Sheilam Nursery
in South Africa.

Thank you to Tom Glavich for putting together the Plant of the Month articles. If you
would like to paticipate by submitting a plant of the month write up for the Communique,
please contact Tom Glavich at tglavich@sbcglobal.net.

Annual Club Picnic
Saturday, August 1st is our annual Club Picnic. Again this year Joe Clements is opening up the beautiful botanical gardens of Pitzer College in Claremont just for us. We will have our traditional games (Opuntia Toss
and Water Balloon Toss), prizes, picnic feast, and auction.
Setup starts at 11:00 am. We plan to eat around 1:00 pm. Come early to have plenty of time to stroll through
acres of cacti and succulents and admire the gardens. A map to the picnic grounds is in the newsletter.
The Club will provide chicken, water and soft drinks. Members are asked to bring a side dish and/or a dessert to share with others. Remember to bring your own serving utensils. Please sign up at the July meeting
so we have an idea of how much chicken to purchase.
The auction is a great way to add to your collection or sell some of your extra specimens. Club members can
auction up to three show-quality plants. Club gets 25%, seller 75%. Come and join the fun and games!
5
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Spotlight on the Spotts’ Garden
Buck and Yvonne Hemenway had the opportunity to visit
with Charles and Joann Spotts and tour their beautifully
maturing garden in Paso Robles. What a treat!

Some of Joann’s fabulous collection of Lithops
Charles grows one of largest specimens of
Agave truncata we have ever seen!
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Field Trip To LOTUS LAND - July 18, 2009
We’ll leave the parking lot at the Arboretum at 7:00AM and have a 10:00AM appointment at the gardens for our tour. We plan to stop at the Oster’s in Chatsworth to pick up the ‘Valley” residents so they don’t
have to come all of the way in to the Arboretum. Call Gene Oster at 818-998-9306 for directions if you want
to meet us there. We’ll stop at the Seaside Nursery in Carpinteria on the way home. The cost is $25.00 per
person, plus your lunch. We plan to stop in Carpinteria where there are several restaurants to choose from to
give people a choice of prices and cuisine. We’ll stop at the Osters on the way back and Gene has offered to
open his garden and plant sales for our group. We should be back at the Arboretum by 6:30 pm.
6
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Calendar of Upcoming Events
July 18, 7:00 am - 6:30 pm — San Gabriel Valley Cactus and Succulent Society bus trip to Lotus Land.
Signup is complete. Call Buck Hemenway at 951-360-8802 with any questions.
July 24 thru 26 — Orange County Summer Show and Sale at the Fullerton Arboretum, 1900 Associated
Road, Fullerton. Show and Sale open Friday, July 24th, noon to 4pm, Saturday and Sunday 10am to 4pm.
For information call 714-870-4887.
August 1, 12 noon — Annual San Garbiel Valley Club Picnic at Pitzer College.
August 15 and 16 — 24th Annual Intercity Show and Sale at the LA County Arboretum, 301 N. Baldwin
Avenue, Arcadia, CA. For information call Tom Glavich at 626-798-2430 or Barbara Hall at 818-368-6914.
September 5 — Huntington Botanical Gardens Succulent Symposium. All day at the Huntington. Fee: $75.00
with an additional charge of $25.00 for the dinner.
September 27, 12 pm — Long Beach Cactus Club Annual Plant Auction, 18127 South Alameda Street, Rancho Dominguez, CA.
November 7 and 8 — San Gabriel Valley Cactus and Succulent Society Show and Sale at the LA County Arboretum, 301 N. Baldwin Avenue, Arcadia, CA. For information call Manny Rivera at 626-793-6917.
December 5 and 6 — Orange County Winter Show and Sale at the Fullerton Arboretum, 1900 Associated
Road, Fullerton. Show and Sale open Friday, December 4th, noon to 4pm, Saturday and Sunday 10am to 4pm.
For information call 714-870-4887.

Refreshment Signup
These club members have signed up to provide refreshments at this month’s meeting.
Ana Wisnev
Pat Swain
Lorraine Lutz
The first three club members who sign up and bring refreshments each month will receive a FREE plant
as thanks.

2009 Plant-of-the Month and Study Group Topics
July
Aug.
Sept.
Oct.
Nov.

Cacti of the Month

Succulent of the Month

Study Group

Eriosyce
Favorite
Gymnocalycium
Parodia & Notocactus
Frailea & Blossfeldia

Cyphostemma
Favorite
Euphorbia (caudiciform type)
Stemless Mesembs - No Lithops
Tylecodon

Staging
Sansevieria
Photo Tour
Ariocarpus
Winter Seed Workshop
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Picnic Area – Area 12 of map below. You may drive
in Service Road to drop off items then return to
either of the parking lots.

Parking
Lot

Parking
Lot
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